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them. In consequence many anti-Nazis who had decided to leave
the Saar might very likely wait a little in order to settle their affairs.
Those who had already fled to Prance, many of whom were penniless,
were being looked after by the French Government, which trans-
ferred them to Brittany and South-West Prance, granted them
unemployment benefit and hoped eventually to find them employ-
ment on public works. In answer to the suggestion made by Monsieur
Laval in January, the League Council had instructed its rapporteur
on refugee questions to prepare a report on the subject. This report,1
which was presented on the 1st April, 1935, proposed that the refugees
who were Saar inhabitants, of whom there were at that time about
3,300, should be dealt with by the Nansen Office, while the 800
refugees who had originally escaped from Germany should be dealt
with by the High Commissioner for German refugees. At its May
session the Council agreed to increase the League's annual contribu-
tion to the Nansen Office by 20,000 Swiss francs, but it rejected a
suggestion put forward by the Nansen Office that the League should
advance 200,000 Swiss francs towards the settlement of the refugees.
Their future was therefore still undecided at the time of writing in the
summer of 1935.

The Franco-German economic and financial negotiations proposed
by the League Council began on the 25th January at Basel, which was
chosen as the place of meeting because certain of the agreements to
be concluded were to provide for the co-operation of the Bank for
International Settlements. These negotiations were afterwards con-
tinued at Rome and Naples, under the auspices, as before, of the
Committee of Three and of the Financial Sub-Committee of the
League. On the 19th February the Committee was able to adopt a
report2 recording its proceedings and giving detailed resolutions on
the questions of foreign debts and the future of the Supreme Plebi-
scite Tribunal. Annexed to the report was a monetary ordinance
followed by twelve declarations and agreements with regard to such
matters as foreign exchange restrictions, social insurance, the position
of officials and the transfer of the administration of the Territory.
Ratifications of these agreements were exchanged on the 16th May.
In accordance with one of these agreements the Saar was placed
under the German customs regime as from midnight on the 17th-
18th February. The Mines Commission of the French Chamber had
already, on the 15th January, invited the Government to limit
imports of Saar coal on the basis of pre-War imports and to apply the

1  Text in League of Nations Official Journal, June 1935, pp. 714-15.

2  Test in League of Nations Official Journal, March 1935, pp. 461-90.